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fL here is a narrow neck of land between the two Americas, 
~h ich  in a way both joins and splits them. From this point, the 
Wmus of Darien, one could-if one flew above the clouds with 
be wingspan and vision of the condor-look down upon the two 

at seas that divide the world, the waters of the Pacific and At- 
tic oceans. 

such a point, though at a much lower altitude and with 
y a fraction of the range and binocular vision of the condor, the 

h emlorer Vasco Nuiiez de Balboa stood on the summit of 
e Sierra de Quarequa, looking down upon the Mar del Sur, or 
ra of the South, billowing far below him. 

b ~ t  was the twenty-fifth day of September 1513. 
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m a land richer in gold 
seen. (Strange, hw'the Indians al- 

r. this generosity, but furious arguments broke out among them . . 
. when Balboa ordered everydung to be weighed so that the king's 
' ' Exchequer could have its f'lfth part before any division of the 
' spoils. The men hovered darkly over the weighmg scales like 

crows over a battlefield. 
Suddenly, in the midst of the commotion, in strode the eldest 

son of Comogre. He was obviously incensed by the vulgar fuss 
and noise. The spectacle of these foreigners wrangling on the 
porch of his father's palace disgusted him. To the amazement of 
everyone, he leaped at the scales and knocked them over with his 
fist, scattering gold all over the porch. 

They were fighting over trifles, he told them contemptuously. If 
they were so greedy for gold, why, over those mountains-he 
pohted in the direction of the inevitable south-there was an- 
other sea. On it sailed boats as big as theirs, from a land where 
they would find more gold than they could ever weigh. 

The Spaniards in Balboa's company were so delighted by news of 
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sea and the land beyond and the gold that it blunted any sense 
insult they might have felt at this impetuous outburst of the 

His words ran through the Spanish settlements in 
a brushfire. Balboa himself was so overwhelmed by the 
rospect that he. decided forthwith to remove all obsta- 

of his pursuit of it. In a rash, daring action that was 
his head but shower him for a moment in glory, he 

d the government of Darien, drove out the governor, 
sa, imprisoned the chief justice, Encisco, and marched at the 

army into the fisrests of the isthmus. He thus stole 
Arias, whom the Spanish had officially sent out 

on the rumor of the new land and sea. "Partly by force, 
the native kings in the area 

k I d ~ t a k e n ~ p m s s i o n  of i t  in 

ow of Quarequa, they came upon an Indian settlement 

nce. They only live one day's march from Quarequa and they 
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are fierce. . . . It is thought that Negro pirates from Ethiopia estab 
lished themselves after the wreck of their ships in these mountains 
The natives of Quarequa carry on incessant war with these Negroes. 

" The word used by Garcia, esclaoos, means "slaves," but it is important to 
point out here that this party of blacks who were caught away from their set- 
tlement in Quarequa were not "slaves" in the loaded post-Columbian A 
ican sense. They were war captives. The blacks also N e d  and made 
captives of Indians they caught in these raids along the Isthmus, as P 
Martyr points out. That was the fortune of war, then as now. 

- 
Massacre or slavery is-the alternate fortune of these  people^."^ 

Martyr uses the'word "Ethiopia" as a general term for Africa 
He is not suggesting a specific country in Africa as the origin of 
these mysterious Africans sighted by the Spanish. He could not 
conjecture on their exact country of origin or tribal identity, but 
he certainly knew from his own acquaintance with Africa, as a 
diplomat to Egypt from the Spanish court, that there was nothing 
far-fetched about African boats being washed up as wrecks on the ' 

other side of the owads coat. His comment also makes it clear ? 
that the African settlement was large enough to enable its mem- J 

bers to wage wars d aggression or defense within the hostile en- 
vironment in which h e y  found themselves. 

An encounter with New World Negroes was also reported off ' 

Colombia. Fray Gregoria Garcia, a priest of the Dominican order 
who spent nine yems,,in Peru in the early sixteenth century, pin- 
points an island off Cartagena, Colombia, as the place where the 
Spanish first encountered blacks in the New World. Once again, 
as in the Balboa i n c i b t  in Darien, the blacks were found as cap. 

' 

tives of war among ih Indians. In a book silenced by the Spanish 
Inquisition, Garcia wrote,  e ere were found slaves" of the lord- 
~e&oes-who were the &st our people saw in the in die^."^ 

Darien and Colombia were easily accessible to African ship- 
wrecked mariners. These places lie within the terminal area oE 
currents that move with great power and swiftness from Africa to 
America. These currents may be likened to marine conveyon 
belts. Once you enter them you are transported (even against! 
your will, even with no navigational skill) from one bank of the 
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Africans in clay, gold and stone unearthed in pre-Columbian strata 
in Central and South America. 

It has only been within the last decade, however, that this evi- 
dence has begun to filter down to the general public. When in 
1862 a colossal grahite head of a Negro was found in the Canton 
of Tuxtla, near the place where the most ancient of pre- 
Columbian statuettes were discovered, the historian Orozco y 
Berra declared in his HCstoty of the Conquest of Mexico that there 
was bound to be an important and intimate relationship between 
Mexicans and Africans in. the pre-Columbian pastn7 In his time, 
however, the Negroid heads could not be conclusively dated. We 
now know, without the shadow of a doubt, through the most mod- 
em methods of dating, that some of the Negroid stone heads 
found among the O h m  and in other parts of Mexico and Cen- 
tral America are from as early as 800 to 700 B.C. Clearly American 
history has to be reconstructed to account for this irrefutable 
piece of archaeological data. Explanations, not excuses, have got 
to be found. The implieations of these discoveries can no longer 
be dismissed or ignwed. The time has come to disperse the cloud 
of silence and skeptrcisrn that has settled over this subject for a 
century. 

A break in that cloud m e  about seven years ago with the work 
of Alexander von Wuulienau. Fired by a passionate conviction that 
Ameri'ca was an inseparable part of the mainstream of world cul- 
ture before 1492 and excited by the vitality and sophistication of 
pre-Columbian art (so long neglected in the great art museums of 
the world), this art historian and lecturer carried out intensive dig- 
gings and investigations in Mexico. Out of his dedicated commit- 
ment emerged a wealth of visible witnesses to the pre-Columbian 
presence of Africans and others in the Americas. His book The Art 
of Terracotta Pottery in Pre-Columbian South and Central Amer- 
icas broke new ground. It shattered conventional assumptions in 
the field of American art as well as history. But its favorable recep- 
tion has only become possible because there has been a genuine 
change, however gradual, however slight, in the climate of preju- 
dice that has long inhibited any serious scholarly inquiry into this 
matter. 
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es with a lifelike power and directness (see Plate 5). 
rly the type of African who came here in 1310 in the e 
ary fleet of Abubakari the Second of Mali. These men m 
endous visual impression upon the Mixtecs, last of the@&& 
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Cadamosto noted on warrior boatmen on the Gambia, the Amer- 
ican artist has deftly caught the face of this African. 

The court tradition of Mali and documents in Cairo tell of an * 

African king, Abubakari the Second, setting out on the Atlantic in 
131 1. He commandeered a fleet of large boats, well stocked with 
food and water, and embarked from the Senegambia coast, the 
western borders of this West African empire, entering the Ca- 
naries current, "a river in the middle of the sea" as the captain of 
a preceding fleet (of which only one boat returned) described it." 
Neither of the two Mandingo fleets came back to Mali to tell their 
story, but around this same time evidence of contact between 
West Africans and Mexicans appears in strata in America in an 
overwhelming combination of artifacts and cultural parallels. A 
black-haired, black-bearded figure in white robes, one of the rep- 
resentations of Quetzalcoatl, modeled on a dark-skinned outsider, 
appears in paintings in the valley of Mexico (see Chapter S), while 
the Aztecs begin to worship a Negroid figure mistaken for their 
god Tezcatlipoca because he had the right ceremonial color. Ne- 
groid skeletons are found in this time stratum in the Caribbean 
(see Postscript). "A notable tale is recorded in the Peruvian tradi- 
tions . . . of how black men coming from the east had been able to 
penetrate the Andes Mountains."12 Figures, like the one de- 
scribed above, return to prominence in American clay. We shall 
deal 4 t h  this in subsequent chapters, but it is important to bear 
in mind that the Negroid terra-cottas are scattered over several 
periods and bear witness, in conjunction with other evidence, that 
this was just one of several contacts between the two continents, 
joined throughout pre-Columbian history by a long but easily ac- 
cessible and mobile waterway. 

Onto this waterway Africans sometimes stumbled accidentally. 
This may account for some of the Negroid heads in Plate 2, which 
represent Africans appearing on the plateau of Mexico and other 
parts of Mesoamerica just before and after Christ. Here we see 
native American artists strugghng in clay two thousand years ago 
to come to terms realistically with the alien physiognomy of the 
African. This struggle is not always successful. Prognathism or 
some other distinct Negro-African feature is sometimes deliber- 



may be some stylistic distortion in the Negroid. 

h, it was regarded by the Arnexioan Indians as a sacred face. 

Negro-African figure being 

bus himself was the first to initiate slavery in the Americas, even 
wishes of the Spanish sovereigns. 
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who have all sought to prove the Negro-African presence in pre- 
Columbian America, the black man still figures as an inferior. 

Bailey, in his book The God-Kings and Titans, disclaims any in- 
digenous base for African cultures before the Arabs and Romans. 
"That African cultuire, prior to the Arab and Roman gold-trade, 
was an independent African invention. . . i$ nonsense."15 He sees 
them in ancient America simply as mercenary soldiers of the 
Phoenicians. Leo Wiener, the Harvard philologist, assumes that 
the great Mali empire of medieval West Africa owed all its refine- 
ments, even its animist ritual and magic, to the Arab-Islamic civi- 
lization. The Mandingo came to America before Columbus, he 
declares, but carrying another man's cultural baggage. He sees the 
Negro-African as simply a conductor of Islamic cultural electric- 
ity.16 The South African anthropologist M.D.W. Jeffreys refers to 
the Negro in one of his articles as "a West African item,"" and 
while he presents forceful arguments for his pre-Columbian pres- 
ence, suggests that he came here as a porter and paddler for the 
Arabs. For all these men, therefore, the image of the Negro- 
African has not changed. They remain victims of the myth created 
and sustained for half a millennium, while appearing to strive 
manfully to dispel it. For them, before and after Columbus, the 
Negro is still a beggar in the wilderness of history, a porter, a pad- 
dler, a menial, a mercenary-the eternal and immutable slave. 

If this had indeed been the case, why should the Olmecs erect 
huge monuments to him which dwarf all other human figures in 
the Americas? Why should some of the Negroid representations 
be venerated among the Maya and Aztecs as deities? Why should 
the finest of American potters sculpt such vivid and powerful 
portraits of this contemptible man? Can we image modern black 
artists in Mozambique building colossal monuments to the Por- 
tuguese soldiers who clashed with the freedom fighters of 
Cabral? Or the South African whites, for that matter, erecting al- 
tars and temples to the garbage collectors or street cleaners of 
Pretoria? These contradictions do not appear as the glaring ab- 
surdities they really are unless a shift in consciousness occurs. 
Such a shift is required if we are to reconstruct the history of 



t d ~ s  are seen 
I if we enter asl 

ikd far more than new facts is a 

#bus. But accidental-drift 

&a (and this happene 
d v e s  have a very minimal effect, if any. Pl-di 
pkowever, or expeditions intended for other destinathpiar 
rwhich were b1om off-course, would be a different ~m$ter~ 
&odd bring not only a substantial but a select 
b C  American shores. This may account for 
d women in pre-Columbian America (see 
m, of course, did not rule out interbreeding between thb 
ehns and the natives, as terra-cottas showing American Id-: 
vith a Negroid strain attest, but their coming managed topmi 
.a clean obliteration of the evidence of an African presenw 
igh its total absorption into the genetic pool of the American 

' 

preserve through the generations several distinctive radnl 

b e  of these women f r m  the earlv vre-Classic veriod bears a 
A A 

of the Egyptian queen Tiy; 
. This racial typeNegr* 
rcial ~eomavhy and emreg2 " " A .  

( appears in theA~exican heartland around 8oo-po B.C. A . 
a most remarkable revresentations of N e m s  in America 

Y 

ealistic are these represen- 
Americanists have found it 
, but they have been found 
rn integral part of such an 

American culture that some investigators have been forced 
m e  their embarrassing existence. No other archaeological 



- 

are as momentous those once 

materials associated with the 

r. The ancient Americans who 
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miles inland from the Gulf of 
antic, there stood four~colossal 

each. They stood in - !squares or plazas in front of the most 
colorful temple p l a t fom~ .ttxcr sidks and floors of which were of 
red, yellow and p~rple,~~%yBtoad twelve to twenty times larger 
than the faces of living men. ,%ley were like gods among .the 
Olmecs. In this center of la.Ventr,there were great altars. One of 
these (known as the third dtar) was made out of one of the Ne- 
groid heads, flattened on top for that purpose. A speaking tube 
was found to go in at the ear and sut at the mouth so that the fig- 
ure could function as a talking o r a ~ l e , ~  a detail k e  shall see later 
to be of considerable si@cance in identifying the area of the 
Old World from which these Africans came. 

The construction of these Negroid figures is a fact of staggering 
proportions. Imagine forty tons of basalt block mined from stone 
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A.D. 1250. A study bf the teeth showed a type of "dental mutila- 
tion characteristic of early African cultures," and clamped around 
the wrist of one of the skeletons was a clay vessel of pre- 
Columbian Indian design.26 

Skeletons have also been found in pre-Columbian layers k the' 
valley of the Pecos River, which, flowing through Texas and New 
Mexico, empties via the Rio Grande into the Gulf of Mexico. Pro- 
fessor Hooton, a physical anthropologist, reporting on these finds, 
said of the skeletons: "The Pecos skulls resemble most closely cra- 
nia of Negro groups coming from those parts of Africa where Ne- 
groes commonly have some perceptible infusion of Hamitic 
blood."27 I 

Finds like these, in addition to the stone heads and Negroid clay , 
masks of the same period (like the Negroid "Silenus" mask in the 
bottom row of Plate 6) force us to consider afresh the extraordi- 
nary parallels between ancient America and Africa in this period, 
dismissed before as mere coincidences. Is it not strange that it is 
in this very period when the Negro-African begins to appear in 
Mexico and to affect significantly the Olmec culture that the first 
pyramids, mummies, trepanned skulls, stelae and hieroglyphs 
begin to appear in America? Is it not strange that it is during this 
very period that a Negro-African dynasty gains ascendancy in 
Egypt and black pharaohs (Negro-Nubians) don the plumed ser- 
pent Erown of Upper and Lower Egypt? No mummies, no pyra- 
mids, appear in this hemisphere during the heyday of these things 
in the Egyptian world, but suddenly they spring up in full flower 
at the same point in time as the Negro-Nubians usher in an 
Egyptian cultural renaissance, restoring these features that had 
long lapsed in Egypt and for which there are no evolutionary 
precedents in America (see Chapters 8 and 9). 

Egypt was passing through a very unstable period, and unusual 
movements of fleets and armies reflected this uncertainty. 
Egyptian fleets, as well as Phoenician fleets in the pay of the 
black Nubian rulers of Egypt, were traversing the Mediterranean 
(the Phoenicians moving even into the North Atlantic to points as 
far north as Cornwall in the quest for supplies of tin). Metal sup- 
plies had been severely curtailed by the Assyrian control and 
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Tonry of the Nubian-Egyptian a r m i e ~ . ~  Ships on this metal 
@moving in the vicinity of the North African coast, could very 
9 have been caught in a storm and swept off-course by the 
fi Atlantic currents. Such an accident (which has happened 
many documented instances) could account for the startling 
mrance in the Olmec heartland of Negroes with elements of 
@tian culture. One branch of the North Equatorial current 
dd have taken them from the North African or West African 
st right into the Gulf of Mexico. (See map of Atlantic cur- 
is, Plate io.) 
lut what impact could a bdadmd or even a fleet of Negro- 
ptians have had on the Gulf of Mexico? These men would have 
n, in numerical terns, a dpop$f water in the human ocean of 
go. It is estimated that the populations surrounding La Venta 
st have been quite substanthL at the time of Negro-Egyptian 
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.period, is z~o0bY f e e  dtlre bdsii ;;o feet high. To con- 
~ct temple platforms, brrrial chdbers and all, took 800,ooo 
n-hours-andinvolved a labor force of at least i % , o o ~ . ~  This does 
'include administrators and priests. How could a score or even 
undred shipwrecked fiariners from the Old World have a sig- 
cant cul&re-transforming effect on so mani people? This argu- 
~ t ,  advanced by some antidiffusionists, who contend that a few 
ns cannot, without military power, sign&cantly affect a native 
falation of substantial size, is pure nonsense. Cabello de Balboa 
s a group of seventeen Negroes shipwrecked in Ecuador in the 
ty sixteenth century who in short order became governors of an 
ire province of American Indian~.~' 
'he influence of Negro-Africans on Olmec culture (which we 
U discuss in detail in subsequent chapters) was considerable. 
?n more profound was the impact of Olmec culture upon all 
Ire civilizations in Mesoamerica. As Michael Coe, the distin- 
shed authority on Mexico, has pointed out, 'There is not the 
htest doubt that all later civilizations in Mesoamerica, whether 
 can or Maya, rest ultimately on an Olmec base."31 
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