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Dear SAAHU Members, 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year from my 
family to yours.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
our board and SAAHU members for a tremendous start to the year.  
We are looking forward to presenting the golf tournament proceeds to 
Transplants for Children at our January luncheon. I encourage each of 
you to attend, as it promises to be a special time. 

Uva Uvam Vivendo Varia Fit  
John Bock, President
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Playing to your strengths

It's tempting isn't it? It's so much easier to see what's wrong 
with yourself and your life than to take advantage of what's 
right. The problem is, too much focus on the negative can 
affect your attitude and opinion of yourself. It's a quick road to 
burnout. While it's important to pay attention to things you can 
improve, your best bet for a breakthrough lies in maximizing 
what you're already good at. The secret is to use those 
strengths to help boost yourself up where you need the help. 
What are your major talents? What do you have a special 
knack for? Set specific goals to improve those talents and 
don't fret as much about your weak spots. They'll get the extra 
help they need as you climb higher.
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Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, H.R. 3590, NAHU's Talking Points

Overview
*    The high cost of health care is the primary problem with our current system.
*    The proposed legislation does nothing to bend the cost curve and address the cost drivers in our system that 
makes health care coverage unaffordable and inaccessible to millions of Americans.
*    A weak individual mandate, cuts to Medicare, an employer mandate and tens of billions of dollars in new taxes 
and new insurer fees will only increase premium costs for the millions of privately insured Americans.

Government Run Public Option
   We Oppose:
*    A government-run public plan is not subject to the same billions of dollars in taxes paid by private plans, including 
state premium taxes, which, in the vast majority of states are a top-five source of revenue.
*    The government plan's rates would be negotiated by the Secretary of Health and Human Services but capped at 
the average rate of private plans, competitive advantage
*    The federal government will provide the public option with zero interest start up loans with generous terms
*    Although states can opt-out, they will still be required to pay taxes to fund other states' public plans
*    A public plan will shift health care costs to the private payers.

Employer Mandate
    We Oppose:
*    An employer mandate will negatively impact new job creation, cause the loss of millions of current jobs, suppress 
wages and perpetuate instability in what is already a fragile American economy
*    It also creates an unnecessary financial burden for millions of employers who will be forced to offer lavish 
benefits set by the government or be forced to pay a substantial fine per employee, if the employee seeks 
subsidized coverage.

Individual Mandate
*    The proposed individual mandate is too weakly enforced to be effective. Congress needs to strengthen the 
individual mandate enforcement stronger through broader verification mechanisms such as schools and hospitals, 
and DMVs.
*    The proposed reforms and weak penalties for not buying coverage will encourage Americans to seek coverage 
when they are sick, causing health insurance costs to continue to rise and threatening to leave even more 
Americans uninsured.
*    To protect individuals who buying insurance and employers who offer it, Congress should create a look-back and 
exclusionary period of at least six to twelve months for individuals with a break in coverage and limited open 
enrollment with penalties for not obtaining coverage.

Medicaid Expansion
*    Expanding Medicaid to all adults up to 133% of the federal poverty level is not an effective way to pay for the 
health care reform or as a means to provide health care coverage for millions of additional Americans
*    Medicaid already has problems with cost, quality, access and rampant fraud.
*    Expanding the public program will only increase the cost-shifting to those who are privately insured.
*    All of the states are struggling with contracting revenues.
Expanding Medicaid would worsen the budget deficits or create new ones.

Cost
*    The proposed changes in rating requirements for age and tobacco use, as well as limiting rating factors to age, 
tobacco use, family status and geography, will only prove to increase premium costs for millions of American 
families. Expanding
*    New health care taxes and fees, including a Medicare tax increase for individuals and families, will only lead to 
higher premiums
*    Cutting $465 billion from the Medicare program will impact millions of senior citizens by decreasing provider 
access or compel them to pay for more of their care.
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Join Us 

What:   SAAHU Luncheon,  
When:  Wednesday, January 20th 

Where:  Sonterra Country Club
Time: 11:30 Registration/12:00 Lunch

CE: TBD 
Presenter: TBD

RSVP: 
gholzworth@chapmanschewebenefits.com 

Cost: Saahu Members: $22; 

 Non-Saahu Members: $42
  Sponsor:

PayPal: Go to the SAAHU Website to RSVP online and pay by PayPal.  
Website address is: http://www.sanantonioahu.org

*Cancellations must be in writing and received within 24 hours prior to the 
luncheon. Individuals holding reservations will be billed for "no shows". 

mailto:gholzworth@chapmanschewebenefits.com
mailto:gholzworth@chapmanschewebenefits.com
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
http://www.sanantonioahu.org/
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Wow what happened to 2009? I cannot believe the end of another year is here. Normally I am 
shutting down for the Holidays and setting up my January to getting going again. A lot of changes for 
me and a few of my fellow carrier representatives this year, then there is the big healthcare reform 
going through the House and Senate. Hey maybe we might all get hired on under the new National 
Healthcare government agency. It’s a government job with decent pay, wonder if the benefits would 
be any good?

This Healthcare reform has been the big topic to end the year with. If it goes through we could all be 
out of a job by 2013. Wonder what unemployment will be like if it goes through? NAHU, TAHU and 
SAAHU attacked our local Senators and Congressmen over the past months to get the up to 4000 
page reform bills from coming to light. Maybe the thought of a midterm election with put a damper 
in the legislation from become a bill in 2010. I hope healthcare reform never gets put together once 
Congress goes back into session in January.

National Healthcare reform has really helped me feel good about my membership with SAAHU, 
TAHU, and NAHU, and my contributions to any of the legislative PACs I contributed to. Knowing 
that not only on a local level, but a State and National level my voice can be heard to help defeat this 
new legislation is a good feeling. Membership has its privileges, especially in this case.  Carrier 
representatives please contact all of your agent contacts and tell them to join to help us fight the 
battle ahead, the war is far from over. I personally have run into agents at the various carrier meetings 
and inform them of the advantages of being a member. Keep spreading the word and they will come.

To end this article I want to express my try gratitude to those men and women of our Armed Forces 
who stand up on that wall everyday to give up the right of freedom, the right of free speech, and the 
right of being an American! Thank you for all that you do to give the freedom to write this article, the 
protection from those foes foreign and domestic so my family and I sleep safe at night. 

Remember there are only two people who ever did for you Jesus 
Christ and the American Soldier!  

Hope you all have a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year; I look 
forward to seeing everyone in the trenches in 2010.

      Nathan Benge
      1st Vice President

The Broker’s Corner:

A Reflection of 2009

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
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I wanted to share with you some interesting items that I have come across recently.  

You can only get credit for the same course 1 time during your renewal period.
  
To receive the 4 hours of CE for being a member in a professional association is not just sending in a 
form that shows you are a member, how much time did you spend "reviewing educational materials" 
and attending educational "presentations of the state or national insurance association"?  Per 19.1020, 
the activities for Association credit must be educational in nature.

Serving on committees, while laudable, is not educational in the sense contemplated by the statute or 
the CE Rules.

If you have activities that meet the requirements for Association credit, please report them with the 
attached form when you have accumulated the full 4 hours allowed or when you do not think any more 
will be available. You may wish - for your own protection - to send what you have to us no later than 
60 days prior to renewal.   

I am attaching the actual form I received from TDI to this article.  

Are you interested in taking a designation course?  Go to 
www.nahu.org for all information.  You would click on Education 
which is the link on the left hand side of the home page.

        LINDA BEHRENS
        PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CHAIR

LINDA B’S CORNER

OptimisticDay.com

Thought For The Day  

"Life is no brief candle to me. It is 
sort of a splendid torch which I have 
got hold of for a moment, and I want 

to make it burn as brightly as 
possible before handing it on to 

future generations. "             
  -- George Bernard Shaw

http://www.nahu.org
http://www.nahu.org
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Licensing Division, Renewals, Appointments & Continuing Education
Mail Code 107-1A • 333 Guadalupe • P. O. Box 149104, Austin, Texas 78714-9104
512-322-3503 telephone • 512-322-4360 fax • www.tdi.state.tx.us

REQUEST FOR ASSOCIATION CREDIT ACCEPTED BY TDI
See 28 Texas Administrative Code § 19.1011(f)(g) and § 19.1020

Holders of National Professional Designations may claim credit for reviewing educational materials from the 
National Designation Sponsor or attendance at presentations of the National Designation Sponsor.
Current members of state or national insurance associations may claim credit for reviewing educational 
materials from the state or national insurance association or attendance at presentations of the state or 
national insurance association.
Up to two hours may be claimed for reviewing educational materials.  Up to four hours may be claimed for 
attendance at presentations.

A maximum of four hours total may be claimed.  The hours claimed, no matter how earned, count toward the 
licensee’s required Continuing Education as Self-Study credit.

Texas Association C.E. credit requested by:  _________________________________________________________
$ $ PRINT CLEARLY PLEASE$ (Licensee Name)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
$ (City)$ (State)$ $ (Zip Code)

__________________________________________$ $ $ ________________________________
(Licensee’s Telephone Number)$ $ $ $ $ $ (TDI License Number)

(Licensee’s E-mail Address) _____________________________________________________________

Current member of:    ____________________________________________________________

Holder of National Professional Designation:  _________________________________________

Description of Activities$ $ $ $ Reviewing/Attending$ $ Date
(May be continued on another page)$ $ $ $ Hours

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I affirm that I hold the above National Designation or am a member in good standing of the above state or 
national association and have completed at least the hours claimed in the named activities.

________________________________________________________________$ _______________________
Signature of License Holder$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ Date

Texas Department of Insurance
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As many of you are aware, the healthcare debate is in full swing in the Senate.  I urge all 
agents to talk to their clients and ask them to call their Senators and Representatives.  We 
need to continue to put pressure on our legislators.  I have heard and experienced that the 
most effective way to get the attention of a lawmaker is have business owners in their 
district call them.  It works! 

In addition, I wanted to include this important request from NAHU:

“We know many of you have been extremely active with legislative issues and we want to 
thank you for your hard work and assure you it is making a difference. We are seeing some 
inroads on the legislative front and continue to work diligently with Congress to keep 
things on the right track. 

The next few months will be the most intensive of times for our association's government 
affairs efforts. We have every reason to believe that health system reform legislation will 
move forward, and we need to preserve the role of agents and brokers and ensure 
continuance of the private market. It is for these reasons that we have decided to reinstate 
our Grass Roots Initiative Program. GRIP is a voluntary donation program created some 
years ago for our legislative expenses at the national level. 

We are now soliciting both individual and chapter contributions to GRIP, and would 
greatly appreciate any additional help as there is still much to be done on the legislative 
and regulatory front.”

Go to the following website to get more information on the Grass 
Roots Initiative Program: http://www.nahu.org/legislative/grip.cfm

Raul Barberena
Legislative Chair

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
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SAN ANTONIO MEMBERSHIP 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS IN OCTOBER & NOVEMBER! 

Join Date First 
Name Last Name Designatio

n Company Sponsor

10/23/09 Rodrigo Marin LUTCF Marin & Associates Ms. Sandra Johnson
10/26/09 Gloria Kravetz Kravetz & Associates Mrs. Coleen M. Elkins
11/9/09 April Sheppard UMR Ms. Sarah Gunter Canez
11/17/09 Kelli Merchant UMR Ms. Sarah Gunter Canez
11/18/09 Adam Bowman Insurance Network of Texas Ms. Alison Burkholder
11/19/09 Sandi Spangler LOMA,HIA BenefitMall Jeff Evans

WANTED!

Industry Professional & SAAHU Member looking for opportunity to secure a rewarding position.  
Experience not required.  Ethusiasim, committment and desire to drive success.  Two positions 

are currently available for Membership and Retention Chairs on the SAAHU Board of Directors.  
Compensation; deep sense of satisfaction and opportunity to work with like minded 

Professionsals in your industry.  
Candidates may inquire by contacting any SAAHU Board Member.

MEMBERSHIP
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OUR 2009 BABIES

William 
“Wayne” Bock 
Date: 4/23/09
Parents: John & 
Natalie Bock

Rylee 
Elizabeth 
Scott 
Day: 4/7/09 
Parents: 
Nicole & 
Sean Scott

Ethan Albert 
Lopez 
Day: 4/24/09
Parents: Melissa 
& Albert Lopez

Ryan David 
Ellis
Date: 8/28/09
Parents: 
Dennis and Jill 
Ellis

9



DECEMBER 2009

2009 Sponsors
Thank you to  our sponsors for your 
continued support and contribution 
to  San Antonio  Association of  Health 

Underwriters

January
Eyetopia

February
Aetna

March
United Healthcare

April
United Healthcare

May
United Healthcare

June
United Healthcare

July
United Healthcare

August
United Healthcare

September
United Healthcare

October 
United Healthcare

November
United Healthcare

December
United Healthcare

The present is what slips by us while we're pondering the past and worrying about the 
future.
- Ziggy, cartoon foible

SPONSOR PAGE
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Gary Looney      DEC 5

5 Days till Christmas

13



DECEMBER 2009

Below is a letter written by physician Kristin Story-Held. We thought you might appreciate getting 
her view of the healthcare issue. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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SAAHU WEBSITE: WWW.SANANTONIOAHU.ORG 

If you spend too much time working on your weaknesses, all you 
end up with is a lot of strong weaknesses.

- Dan Sullivan, business coach

Website highlights:  
• Member feedback link… tell us what you 

currently like or would like to see (articles, 
programs, speakers, education) – or request 
information 

• Industry news headlines 
• Rsvp for the luncheon
• SAAHU newsletters
• Link to NAHU career center 
• Legislative talking points 
• SAAHU board and committee lists
• Volunteer link (get involved!!) 
• Operation shout link to NAHU’s legislative advocacy page 
• Link to the TAHU Café – email forum for agents and carriers 
• SAAHU membership application 
• Links to TAHU and NAHU websites 

SAAHU WEBSITE

WEBSITE VISITS IN NOVEMBER: 104   2009 WEBSITE VISITS: 1339
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 SAAHU
Board
Meeting

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 SAAHU
Luncheon

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 
Christmas

26

27 28 29 30 31 1 New 
Year’s Day

DECEMBER 2009
ON THE HORIZON: 
1/12  SAAHU BOARD MEETING 
1/20  LUNCHEON
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