
Beginnings and the American Revolution  
Exam Study Guide 

 
Vikings 
Land Bridge theory 
Agricultural Revolution 
Treaty of Tordesillas 
Columbian Exchange 
Triangular Trade 
Jamestown 
French and Indian War 
Sugar Act 
Stamp Act 
Sons of Liberty 
Townshend Acts 
Boston Massacre 
Boston Tea Party 
Coercive/Intolerable Acts 
First Continental Congress 
Second Continental Congress 
George Washington 
Thomas Paine and Common Sense 
Thomas Jefferson 

Declaration of Independence 
Lexington and Concord 
Loyalists and Patriots 
Battle of Saratoga 
Battle of Yorktown 
Treaty of Paris  
Republic 
Articles of Confederation 
Shay’s Rebellion 
New Jersey Plan 
Virginia Plan 
Great Compromise 
3/5ths Compromise 
Popular Sovereignty 
Federalism 
Separation of Powers 
Checks and Balances 
Federalists and Anti-Federalists 
James Madison 
Bill of Rights 

 
Understand the following concepts or ideas: 
- What consequences (positive and negative) did the Columbian Exchange have 

for Europeans and Native Americans? 
- What factors created a demand for African slaves in the New World? 
- Why did the English begin establishing colonies along the eastern coast of North 

America? 
- How did the development of the colonies differ? 
- Explain the causes of the American Revolution. 
- Explain the advantages and disadvantages for the British and the colonists in the 

Revolutionary War. 
- Describe the role of the French in the Revolutionary War.  
- Why did the colonists create such a weak central government under the Articles 

of Confederation? 
- What problems did the Articles of Confederation create? 

 



Beginnings and the American Revolution  
Exam Study Guide 

 
Vikings 
Land Bridge theory 
Agricultural Revolution 
Treaty of Tordesillas 
Columbian Exchange 
Triangular Trade 
Jamestown 
French and Indian War 
Sugar Act 
Stamp Act 
Sons of Liberty 
Townshend Acts 
Boston Massacre 
Boston Tea Party 
Coercive/Intolerable Acts 
First Continental Congress 
Second Continental Congress 
George Washington 
Thomas Paine and Common Sense 
Thomas Jefferson 

Declaration of Independence 
Lexington and Concord 
Loyalists and Patriots 
Battle of Saratoga 
Battle of Yorktown 
Treaty of Paris  
Republic 
Articles of Confederation 
Shay’s Rebellion 
New Jersey Plan 
Virginia Plan 
Great Compromise 
3/5ths Compromise 
Popular Sovereignty 
Federalism 
Separation of Powers 
Checks and Balances 
Federalists and Anti-Federalists 
James Madison 
Bill of Rights 

 
Understand the following concepts or ideas: 
- What consequences (positive and negative) did the Columbian Exchange have 

for Europeans and Native Americans? 
- What factors created a demand for African slaves in the New World? 
- Why did the English begin establishing colonies along the eastern coast of North 

America? 
- How did the development of the colonies differ? 
- Explain the causes of the American Revolution. 
- Explain the advantages and disadvantages for the British and the colonists in the 

Revolutionary War. 
- Describe the role of the French in the Revolutionary War.  
- Why did the colonists create such a weak central government under the Articles 

of Confederation? 
- What problems did the Articles of Confederation create? 
 


